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and societies to recognize the indispensable role of libraries and archives, urging them 
to allocate resources to sustain these vital repositories and ensure the continuity of 
human knowledge and understanding.

In conclusion, Richard Ovenden’s Burning the Books masterfully encapsulates the 
intricate dance between knowledge, destruction, and preservation throughout human 
history. By examining diverse case studies and drawing parallels across time, he reminds 
us of the weight libraries and archives carry as beacons of truth, culture, and identity. 
The book’s strengths are its evocative storytelling, meticulous research, and overarch-
ing message that knowledge preservation is not only a historical endeavor but a moral 
imperative for a society seeking to understand its past, navigate its present, and shape 
its future. — Ruthann E. Mowry, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Audra Eagle Yun, editor. Archival Accessioning. Chicago, Illinois: Society of Ameri-
can Archivists, 2021. Paperback, 170p. $55. (ISBN: 978-1-945246-56-2).

Audra Eagle Yun’s Archival Accessioning is an excellent introductory text for any 
archival practitioner looking to build an accessioning program or understand the 
distinction between accessioning and processing. Yun fills a notable gap in the 
literature by elevating the labor behind accessioning work and providing clear guid-
ance on what accessioning entails. The work is divided into two parts: part 1 outlines 
the history, principles, and labor aspects of archival accessioning; the second section 
comprises case studies that apply these workflows to a variety of institutional types 
and material formats.

The first part provides a detailed overview of accessioning practices, from brief entries 
in logbooks to current emerging practices. This section excels at demonstrating how ac-
cessioning has always existed, although it has been on the sidelines of archival praxis and 
discussion rather than a core practice in an archives program. It distinguishes accession-
ing as its own collection management function and centers it as vital to an extensible 
processing program. Yun then proceeds to detail each stage of accessioning a collection, 
from pre-custodial interventions to provision of minimal access points. Yun also details 
the range of functions that a well-rounded accessioning program can contribute to, 
from broader collections assessments to reappraisal and deaccessioning work.

Part 2 is composed of a series of case studies from several practitioners that demon-
strate how accessioning practices may differ across institution types, material formats, 
and different contexts such as deposits, retrospective accessions, and additions to 
existing collections. Far from being repetitive, these case studies capture the com-
plexity of this labor and are necessary for understanding the practical application of 
accessioning practices. These case studies show how to approach a variety of collec-
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tion types, including government records, institutional records, and personal papers, 
as well as formats including digital and audiovisual materials. These brief case studies 
complement the archival theory in part 1 by helping readers understand the extensi-
bility and flexibility of accessioning principles.

Yun’s book places accessioning within its broader contribution to an archives pro-
gram, demonstrating its importance in praxis. Accessioning encompasses a broad 
range of activities to support the preservation of and access to newly received materi-
als. Minimal and extensible practices are commonly practiced as a way to cope with 
the sheer volume of backlog and new acquisitions, and this work demonstrates how 
accessioning facilitates overall extensible workflows by creating good-enough minimal 
access points to the use of underprocessed and unprocessed materials. This is vital to 
the ecosystem of a repository where full processing is impossible for all collections due 
to the limited availability of labor and other resources, requiring that archivists provide 
access to unprocessed collections to prevent large, inaccessible backlogs. Archival ac-
cessioning is core to building a successful extensible processing program. Furthermore, 
accessioning practices augment other collection maintenance activities, such as reap-
praisal, retroactive accessioning, and deaccessioning. By providing an overview of how 
accessioning is core to various collection maintenance activities, Yun and the other 
contributors clearly elevate this previously underrecognized aspect of archival labor.

Archival Accessioning begins to fill a void in the professional literature around acces-
sioning as praxis. Although it illustrates how principles of accessioning have been 
covered in archival literature, it also shows how it has remained undertheorized. 
Accessioning has remained on the periphery of archival theory, mentioned as an 
important collection management function within larger works; however, very little 
work has been published specifically dedicated to it. This work has further emerged at 
a time when job advertisements specifically geared toward accessioning are increasing-
ly being advertised, demonstrating an industry-wide emphasis on its importance. The 
creation of these positions and the lack of focus on accessioning in archival literature 
makes the need for standards and best practices on archival accessioning practices 
clear. This book is a necessary start toward filling that gap. As an introductory text, it 
was published at a particularly opportune time in 2021 because a multiyear grant for 
a National Best Practices for Archival Accessioning Working Group (of which Audra 
Eagle Yun is a member) was funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS) the following year specifically to create more in-depth standards. Within this 
context, this book will continue to serve as a concise overview of accessioning prac-
tices and case studies to be used in conjunction with these emerging best practices.

Archival Accessioning’s chief strengths are its approachable and straightforward writing. 
The overview of accessioning in archival literature, introduction to accessioning work-
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flows, and case studies all provide an easily understandable and applicable guide to acces-
sioning work. The initial overview of accessioning’s place in library and archival literature 
provides important context to how these principles have existed on the periphery of 
the literature for over a century, acknowledged as important but not emphasized, while 
also demonstrating its emergence as a focus of extensible workflows. The discussion of 
archival principles clearly outlines an accessioning workflow and successfully articulates 
the many components necessary toward successfully intaking, establishing control, and 
providing baseline access to newly acquired collections. The second chapter on “estab-
lishing an accessioning program” is especially useful in advocating for the importance of 
accessioning labor and is a clear, concise tool for establishing local workflows. The case 
studies in part 2 expand on this chapter by providing guidance on the practical applica-
tion of these principles. Because an overview of broad principles can feel abstract and dif-
ficult to visualize, these case studies are useful in better understanding how accessioning 
principles can be successfully applied in a variety of institutional and materials contexts.

Although chapter 4’s focus on reappraisal and deaccessioning may seem outside the 
scope of a work on archival accessioning, its inclusion reinforces how these activities 
are connected to an accessioning archivist’s role in providing baseline intellectual and 
physical control of collections material. This chapter shows how accessioning’s core 
functions of baseline control, documentation, and access are embedded throughout 
a collection management program, as well as how an accessioning archivist is part of 
the overall health of a collection development program beyond the initial intake of 
new materials.

While this volume is compact and highly approachable, it leaves the reader wanting 
more detail on accessioning best practices and how accessioning differs across insti-
tutional types. The chapters on accessioning institutional records and governmental 
records are very short in contrast to the more detailed, practical chapters. Researchers 
would benefit from having a more robust, practical discussion about managing gov-
ernment and institutional records. The volume would also benefit from more robust 
exercises and sample tools. Although the case study section is listed as “perspectives 
and exercises,” it is lacking in discussion questions or problems for readers to work 
through themselves and, although these chapters provide good, thoughtful case stud-
ies, the exercises themselves are lacking. The idea of “exercises” gives the reader the 
impression of reading more of a workbook, with training text and practical problem 
sets to work through at the end of each chapter. In addition, this volume would ben-
efit from additional sample forms and tools. The sample checklist and worksheet in 
chapter 8 are useful but somewhat out of place in that they are the only appendixes or 
tools in the volume. If each case study included similar work samples, or if the entire 
volume itself contained an “accessioning toolkit” appendix, it would increase the abil-
ity of practitioners to adapt accessioning practices based on this volume’s guidance.
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However, these minor limitations do not detract from this work’s value and impor-
tance. Yun has assembled an incredibly ambitious volume, which provides a simulta-
neously high-level and detailed overview of different aspects of accessioning, depend-
ing on the chapter. No single, small volume could possibly tackle the complete, broad 
umbrella of accessioning practices across all institutions, formats, or acquisition 
types. This is especially true because best practices for accessioning are still under de-
velopment: the National Best Practices for Archival Accessioning Working Group’s 
final best practices are forthcoming in Fall 2024.

Archival Accessioning is a well thought-out and planned volume intended to help archi-
vists create their own accessioning workflows. For an introductory volume establishing 
the importance of accessioning as core to archival workflows, this book is necessary for 
learning about accessioning practices, how they differ from archival processing, and 
where accessioning fits within an overall collection management program. While brief, 
this book does a great job providing readers with a variety of examples to capture the 
complexity and variability of accessioning practices suited to a variety of institutional 
types and format considerations. It is suitable both for writing local workflows and as a 
launch point for training technical services staff on the principles and steps required to 
properly ingest new and retroactive acquisitions. — Alexandra (Lexy) deGraffenreid, 
Eberly Family Special Collections Library, Pennsylvania State University

Dennis Meissner. Arranging and Describing Archives and Manuscripts. Chi-
cago: Society of American Archivists, 2019. Paperback, 224 p. $69.00 
(ISBN: 9781945246074 / 9780838946480 / 9781945246098 / 945246073 / 
0838946488 / 194524609X). 

Arranging and Describing Archives and Manuscripts by Dennis Meissner—a book 
from the Society of American Archivists’ “Archival Fundamentals Series III”—serves 
not only as an essential resource but also as a platform on which individuals and 
organizations in the archives field can endlessly build. This text evokes so many prin-
ciples that I use to ground my own work every day; it also reminds me of how much 
progress our field has made in the time since this book’s publication in 2019. The 
bright spirit and detailed content of this book are remarkable feats, even taking into 
consideration that it covers areas which deserve to be updated with more forward-
thinking approaches.

Meissner’s name might be immediately familiar to many because he co-crafted the 
“More Product, Less Process” (MPLP) approach with Mark Greene. Meissner, who 
is now retired, served as deputy director of Programs at the Minnesota Historical 
Society, made enduring contributions to our professional discourse, and (among 
many other accomplishments) was elected as a Fellow of the Society of American Ar-


